Ketchikan Youth Court

Ethics Agreement Updated 2021
Ketchikan Youth Court Members must be able to abide by the same professional ethics standards as regular attorneys at law when they take the oath.  Ketchikan Youth Court Members are therefore required to sign this agreement stating that each will abide by our code of ethics.

KYC also requires each member to sell $200.00 in raffle sales or raise the same amount through direct fundraising as a commitment to the sustainability of the program.  We also require that each member to do 50 hours of service each year.
◊  If you receive any violations such as Tobacco, Curfew, Minor in Possession or even a misdemeanor (i.e. Theft, Criminal Trespass, etc.) you must do the following:

1. Notify KYC Director or youth coordinator immediately.  KYC will give you only 3 days to make the initial contact, just as we expect from clients.

2. DO NOT discuss your case with other members or friends; however, please fully inform your parents of the situation.

3. Gossip and spreading rumors are unacceptable in this program—this is for the protection of both members and clients.  Please do not feel embarrassed about your situation; take responsibility for your own actions just as you would have your own clients do.

4. We can work something out if you take the initiative.  Your situation will be reviewed by the Ethics Committee and Board of Directors.
◊  Preparation for Meetings, Hearings, and Interviews:
All attorneys must be prepared with pens and paper.  No gum, candy, or food is allowed when meeting with clients, parents, or during hearings.  All bags and jackets must be stored in the back of the courtroom.  No one should be swinging or leaning in chairs.

Dress may consist of plain, neat, and professional dress that you would be proud to wear to your graduation.  Judges must wear the robes provided to them.
It is mandatory to be 15 minutes earlier than your clients, introduce yourself, and make them feel comfortable.  Do not show up late or inappropriately dressed expecting to handle a case.  Keep clients informed at all times of what is taking place.  If you do not prepare the necessary documents for a case, KYC staff has a right to cancel or postpone the hearing.  If one attorney or judge does not show up to a case without a written or verbal reason within one hour of case, a one-month suspension from cases will take place.  The KYC Director or youth coordinator has the right to substitute the alternate only if he/she feels the person can complete the position.
◊  Reporting Ethical Infractions

Failure to Report an Infraction
a. An attorney commits the infraction of Failure to Report an Infraction if the attorney learns of an infraction committed by another attorney and negligently fails to make a report to the Ethics Committee in a timely manner.

b. Failure to Report an Infraction is taken seriously by KYC.  We are a real court and must follow strict guidelines to maintain the respect and legitimacy we have worked so hard to earn.
If you believe that this is an obligation that you can abide by, please sign.  A copy will be given to your parents and one will be placed in your file in the Ketchikan Youth Court.  All youth court members are subject to the Ethics Policy as approved by the Board.
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